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is toasting

URIEL Salt re-
members Christ-
mas 2003 as a

special one,

That wmlﬂ;ycar she and her
elderly neighbours were invited to
athree-course dinnerand party by a
group of youngsiers.

The Christmas celebration was held
by the 145th Breadsall Hill g:r;com
group, at its headguarters in Stratford
Road, after it received £200 from the
Make It Happen awards to lay on the
dinner.

Now. the Evening Telegraph has
wamed up  with  Kingston-upon-
T tdaid Goimbined

(1]
launch the second round of the Make 1L
Happen awards.

Under the mitative, o share of
£10,000 will be given to people, groups
and charities with the aim of helping
communities in Derbyshire

In the first round. which was
lsunched in July 2003, more than 16
groups and individuals benefited, in-
cluding the Scout group.: Foothall le-
gend Brian Clough presented  the
awards al a ceremony at Pride Park.

But for Mrs Salt (72), from
Knutsford Green, in Breadsall Hilliop,
it was the Christmas meal tat made all
the difference: “That day stands out in
my memory, It was very special,

*Many of the people around here
rarely get 1o go ouwt for Christmas
lunches. Some of them don't even have
any relations.

*We all  thoroughly  enjoyed
oursclves. The food and the reception
were very good and the Cubs and
Beavers sang 10 us and gave us
presents. The youngsters were very
helpful and polive.”

Margaret Wilson, Scout leader, said:
“It’s something we would like to do
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Today, the Evening Telegraph is
launching a scheme to give away
£10,000 to help people make a real difference
to their communities.

The second round of the Make It Happen
Awards, sponsored by Combined Insurance,
aims to make dreams come true by providing
funds for anything from sound equipment for a
youth group to plants for a sensory garden.

Reporter Aly Walsh catches up with the
winners from the first round in 2003 to find out
how: they spent their prize money.

cvery year but we just don't have the
funds. It would give the residents
something 1o look forward to and it’s
nice 1o get them to meet the young-
sters.

“They all really enjoyed it and were
quite upset when we didn’t do it last
year

A much larger event thal came o
fruition because of the Make It Happen
awards was Derby's own Pop Idol
contest 4

Mini -Idol, held st The Spot, n
Sacheverel Street, in August, was the
bright idea of Julic Jones.

Ms Jonea, who is project manager for
Derby Parenting and Family Group, in
Shakespeare Street, Sinfin, said the
event aliracted an audicnce of more
than 100 people and was 3 grent suc-

CESS.

About 50 young hopefuls aged 10 to
16 applied to take part in the competi-
tion and judges had the hard sk of
whittling down the entrants.

The seven finalists wenl on Lo prac-

® AWARDS HIGHLIGHT: Brian Clou d former Dcrbv€ mayor
e of Derby Cit: .E,mfal’s

Councillor Ruth Skelton
sensory garden

representatives
project, et the 2003 awards.

2

tise and rehearse for six weeks during
the summer holidays before taking w0
the stage Lo show their star quality.

Mx Jones (36), of Ballater Close,
Sinfin, said: “They were all absolutely
fantastic. We did it to raise the self-cs-
teem and self-confidence of youngsiers
and also to keep them entertained dur
ing the holidays,

“We aimed it ot children who
wouldn't normally get 1 opportunily
16 perform and didn’t huve a chance to
attend dancing or singing lessons.”

Kerry Anne Sharma (11), of Alva-
ston, went on 1o win thanks (0 an
amazing performance of Falling by
Alicia Keys.

Other winners of the Make It Happen
awards used the money to buy equip-
ment or to make renovations to their
buildings -

Locko Amateur Dramatics Society
was awarded £1,000 w0 go towand
building a stage and putting up curtains
in Spondon Village Hall in Sitwell
Streel.

Corinne Eyre, whao is chairwoman of
the society, said: “It's been wonderful.
We've now been able to do productions
at the village hall and so have the local
dance group. S0 it's not just us who've
benefited from the prize.

“It’s a marvellous scheme as it can
really make a difference to small
groups that find it hard to raise these
kind of sums of money.”

Five hundred pounds of the award
mancy was given 1o the 118th Scout
Group at Withan Drive, Littleover, 1o
help with an eatension built at its base
Tast year.

Liz Cheney, fund-raiser for the
group, said the exlension, which has
two rooms and cost about £25,000 to
build, had made a big difference 1o the
Scouts.
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She sabd: “The extembon is very
well used.

“We et for meetings and
umble sales and it has also served as

& sorting room when we did all the
icout post, involving the delivery of
wrsdreds of cards at

sgain. Oar et projects are building
o staircase up 10 oar Joft and replas-
ering the ceiling of the main build-

Dertry Kids® Camp,  formerly
Serby Children sf—‘ncnd.!hlp Groap,
akes anderprivikeged chiklren on
amping bolidays in the Peak Dis-
rict cach summer and was given
{1,000 1o buy ncw fents through the

wards,

Eddie” Mitchell, chairman of the
amp. .nnidl: =t was. great fo SF the'
noney, as ir's nol always easy for us
o radse fumds,

| “We needed o increase Lhe size of

%Yy September.
suggestions for
%nmm
awalsh @

or by pos! fo /
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emd of its lifie and we need a replace-
mepd, We'll need abour £1,000, as
e 8 fm|y subanntial piece of
equipment.”

Amuong those receiving the moncy
was an historic centre whach received
£200 towards il idea that dressing
g in Vicsorian and Edwardion cos-

at

ateident and

‘more than intha
ulcmﬂ frefand, mn of them
based in

£ : has fve
o mrhao ey

been operating
years and currently has 64 sales agents

of finding the most descrving
roups.

T 6 booking Forward bo heaning the
wide range of idess submitied for the
sccond round of awanls.

Clive Robinson. managing mrn'(-
or of anﬁlu:d I.muﬂncr.

times woulkd be a fan way for chil-
daen to feamn abont history.

The Liitle Chester Heritage
Centre, which is based at 51 Paul’s
Church in Mansfield Road, Derby,
wsed the money 10 make costumes o
that children's groups and schools
could visit the cemtre and see what it
Felt like 10 wear clothes from a

bavgone er.
Toan D Arcy, chairwaman of the
‘group that runs the centre, said: “The.

about a.
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hlgb concentrution of poli

awhnuyliw 141 ridge lemts with
'\N’ rlnlmin; ot entering this

ext
“Our conker has pow reached the

lhr . fw?hrmw -
it was MII ywlmswquum for
sponsorship various

munity groups.
Make It Heprien gives thee a way

awards have had mh an immedinte
ienp;‘ on the koesl commusity in

“This campaign. allws w8 1o
demonstrate our - beliel that i you

o inaurance to
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give people an opporiunity, mo matler
o small, it can make a real ffer-

e,
“We're looking forward 10 secing
the dreams of mose winners being
reafised ki the coming months.
it this stion |
belfeve that we wI:II see examples of
the famtastie work thal people ane
doing and who, with  fitthe help, can
o 3 great deal moee.
%hanﬂummn, o make
it happen™




